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* Tuesday, March 27, 1787.

* My last letter was written, at least finished, at Mr*
Burke's, where I dined on Saturday.   There was only
Walker King,1 John King, another brother of poor
Captain King's, Dick Burke, and Lawrence,2 the prin-
cipal author of the Rolliad.   This Lawrence is an
uncommonly clever, able man, and extremely serviceable
in all the minor out-of-door politics.   It was intended
that Francis3 should bring on a charge concerning the<
maladministration of the revenues in Bengal on Friday
nest, but as there is to be but one charge before the-
general question for the impeachment, and as there is^
a violent prejudice on the other side of the House
against Francis, whom they consider as acting on this*
occasion from motives of personal resentment (although
nothing can be more perfectly unjust than this preju-
dice), yet it has been thought better that Sheridan
should bring on the charge of presents and peculations'
on Friday ; and this arrangement is more advisable on
another account, for it is of much more consequence to
carry this charge of peculation before we come to the
question of impeachment than any other whatever*
The question of impeachment stands for Monday next,
but Mr. Hamilton, commonly known by the name of
Magnificent "Hamilton, Lord Camelford's tenant at

1 Afterwards Bishop of Rochester*

s French Lawrence, of whom on another occasion Sir Gilbert wrote
that, ' tho' a very clever man, with more information than anybody, h^
is not a famous articulator, and it is difficult to catch all he says* His-
conversation isJike a learned manuscript written in a bad hand.*'

*  Afterwards Sir Philip Francis, reputed author of ' Junius.'